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The Importance of a 
Child’s Character 
Development 
A Key to Their Success in Life


One who is faithful in a very little is also faithful in much, and one who 
is dishonest in a very little is also dishonest in much. 

Luke 16:10 

A word of encouragement. A kind gesture done selflessly. A 
reassuring word when times get stressful. A job that didn’t need to 
be done after all. Good news about a family member. A text 
message. A phone call. A friend who supports you and has your 
back. Little things can make a big difference. 

There are a few noteworthy stories that come to mind when I dwell 
on the importance of character. 

One is of Australian basketball player, Mitch Creek, who gained an 
NBA contract for opening the door for an old lady at an NBA team’s 
front office. Mitch Creek didn’t realise anybody was watching, he 
just did what he normally would do – open the door for a little old 
lady. This grabbed the attention of a member of the front office 
staff at the NBA team’s headquarters and he rang Mitch Creek’s 
agent to negotiate a contract to play for his team. Creek was 
essentially what the team were looking for: a ‘team’ player, not a 
‘me’ player. 

I think of the athletics carnival held at a Gold Coast school years 
ago. The boys under 9s 100m sprint was being held. In the race, one 
of the runners tripped and fell and a boy who was near leading the 
race saw his mate fall out of the corner of his eye, stopped racing 
and turned around to help his fellow class mate up so he could 
finish the race. He forfeited his chance to win the 100m sprint, but he 
won the crowd that day. One parent was overheard saying to 
another parent, “That is why I send my kids to this school.” 

I think of the Catholic priest, Father Maximilian Kolbe who was 
arrested on 17 February 1941 by the Gestapo for hiding 2000 Jews 
and broadcasting reports about the reality of the Nazi activities in 
WWII. He was sent to the main Auschwitz camp a political prisoner. 
When a prisoner from Kolbe’s barracks was unaccounted for, 10 
prisoners were selected from the barrack to go to the Block 11 – 
where two prison cells were dedicated to starving prisoners by 
giving them no food or water. A man called Franciszek Gajowniczek, 
a polisher army sergeant, pleaded with them not to choose him 
because he had a family. Father Kolbe volunteered to take his 
place so he could live. The Nazi’s uncharacteristically agreed. Father 
Kolbe died in the starvation cell. 

The Bible is full of wisdom regarding becoming a person of 
character. The more I read it, the more I realise how much I have to 
learn about being a trustworthy, honest person who has integrity in 
every area of my life. We are honoured to be able to share that kind 
of wisdom with your children. 

The landscape of our present global society has more than one 
pandemic affecting it.COVID-19 is a very real, global issue that we’re 
struggling to control and find adequate cures for, but 



there is also the pandemic of the human heart and how we are 
prone to do wrong, or hide the truth, or tell a little ‘white lie’ (which is 
still a lie), or attack other people on social media carelessly and 
selfishly. It seems those timeless biblical values have almost been 
completely throw out the window with the bathwater. I’m thinking 
about respect, love, humility, honour, honesty, promoting others 
above ourselves. 

Here’s a great truth straight out of the book of Jeremiah in the Old 
Testament: 

The heart is deceitful above all things and beyond cure. Who can 
understand it? 

Jeremiah 17:9 

Jesus shared a number of stories about how it is possible to live 
unselfishly. He even gave examples of people in his day doing the 
right thing. 

The poor widow and her two very small copper coins 

Jesus sat down opposite the place where the offerings were put and 
watched the crowd putting their money into the temple treasury. 
Many rich people threw in large amounts. But a poor widow came and 
put in two very small copper coins, worth only a few cents. 

Calling his disciples to him, Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, this poor 
widow has put more into the treasury than all the others. They all 
gave out of  their wealth; but she, out of  her poverty, put in everything 
- all she had to live on.” 

Mark 12:41-44 

The faith and respect of  the centurion 

When Jesus had entered Capernaum, a centurion came to him, 
asking for help. “Lord,” he said, “my servant lies at home paralysed, 
suffering terribly.” 

Jesus said to him, “Shall I come and heal him?” 

The centurion replied, “Lord, I do not deserve to have you come 
under my roof. But just say the word, and my servant will be healed. 
For I myself  am a man under authority, with soldiers under me. I tell 
this one, ‘Go,’ and he goes; and that one, ‘Come,’ and he comes. I say 
to my servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.” 

Matthew 8:5-9 

The honour and respect the centurion and the widow showed 
towards God was noteworthy enough to be included in the Bible. 

Our students’ character traits are in many ways just as important 
as their skills, talents and career accolades. It is also paramount to 
their own future well-being in that it is intrinsically rewarding to do 
what is good and right. It helps them live a fruitful and fulfilling life. 
Nobody is perfect, but we have a ‘roadmap’ in the Bible that 
teaches us how to deal with our emotions and the complexities of 
life. In that vein, we all need the Lord to help us be the best person 
we can be. 

We are grateful for all the parents and friends of the College who 
very often understand and uphold the same values we have at 
school.  Together we can help raise a generation of young people 
who make a positive difference to the world. 

Peter Connell 





On Friday 23rd July the Foundation Class celebrated their 100th day of 
school with a fun-filled day of activities.  

They came to school dressed as if they were 100 years old, make towers 
with 100 paper cups and constructed with 100 paper straws. The 
Foundies represented 100 with collage, painting and stickers and 
together, brainstormed 100 words.  

They had their faces painted and relished messy play outside with 
shaving cream and gooey green worms (spaghetti!). We are so proud 
of our Foundation students being 100 days smarter and can’t wait to see 
their growth over the rest of the year. 

Celebrating 100 Days! 





    

Celebrations Abound In Secondary
Our Senior Students are certainly going places and we 

thought they all deserve a mention!

Mia Owens has received her offer 
of acceptance for Psychology/
Science at JCU in Townsville for 
next year. We smile, laugh, and 
jump for joy alongside her. A 
dream started. 

Kaitlyn Darvell, Savannah 
Frame and, Mia Owens 
continue to celebrate exam 
and assessment results of 
continued excellence. They 
even surprised themselves! 

A number of Students have also completed their FSK20113 
Certificate II in Skills for Work and Vocational Placement / BSB20115 
Certificate II in Business. 

Most of these students are now ready to start their chosen career 
pathways with Certificate III courses. (Meg Pattie, Holly McIlroy, 
Shaylee Darvell, Ethan Smith, Corinne Stallan, Claire McNab, 

Jasmine Surbey, Ashley Patiag, Riley Mollison and Dylan 
Stewart) 

Ethan Smith has been accepted to enrol into Aviation Engineering 
Certificate II from February with Cairns base Australian Aviation.  

Ethan is only the second student in Australia to be accepted with 
both early entry and remote learning. We thank the assistance of 
Daintree Air and MAF for their support of Endeavour Christian 
College. 



Noah Jerome has started his apprenticeship course in Marine 
Mechanical Technology with Seabourne Marine.  

Noah’s boat license lies ahead this weekend with his TAFE course 
to follow. 

Dylan Stewart, Ethan Smith, Holly McIlroy, Jessie Wright and 
Riley Mollison all spent their time working last school holidays 
completing the Certificate I in Construction.  

They did a marvellous job with these garden beds and will be 
taking on similar projects at School during the upcoming 
September holiday. 

They have also completed their 
White Cards for construction site 
access as part of this course. 

Shaylee Darvell departed on Thursday for 10 days live aboard sail 
on the Youth Endeavour tall ship alongside the Australian Navy. A 
trip of a lifetime that will change her life.  

She has also been offered a Traineeship with the South Cape York 
Catchment Rangers. Shaylee will again depart on Science Under 
Sail in September for a week in the Whitsundays to study seagrass 
beds.



Marathon Bike Ride 
22 to 26 June

On Tuesday morning, 22 June we left Cooktown on an adventure! 

We covered a total distance of 280km over the course of 5 days, on our 
bikes! 

We camped out in the bush under the stars, swam in the creeks, caught 
some fish for tea and talked about our day around campfires…



“The Team” 

Luke Hill, Jermain Kulka, Mr Gary McClelland, Jack Sibley, Karl Sibley, Dylan Winton, 
Haywen Kulka, Ray Wright, Jamie Sail, Ned Sail, Eli Carroll, Jason Carroll and 
behind the camera, Teila Winton.

Day 1 

We left Cooktown and 
headed to Fairview by car.  
From there we did the next 
32km to St George Crossing 
on our bikes.

Day 2 

St George Crossing to Alice 
River Station. 90km



Day 3 

Alice River Station to 
Artemis Station. 81km.

Time for a break! 

We enjoyed lovely sunsets, 
explored the creeks and found 
something to eat…



Day 4 

We left Artemis Station and 
headed over to Old Laura by 
car, and then back on our 
bikes all the way to Normandy 
River.  46km.

Day 5 

From Normanby River we 
went to Isabella Falls where 
our ride came to an end after 
we drove back to Cooktown 
by car after lunch.  25km.

A HUGE thank you to everyone who helped make this possible!  It really 
makes a big impact on these young lives and we look forward to the 
next ride!
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