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Principal’s Message
Adventuring with God 
But thanks be to God, who always leads us in triumph in 
Christ. 
2 Corinthians 2:14 

It is a privilege for me to write this leadership message for many 
reasons. Our College theme for 2020 is Adventuring with God and 
as I said to the staff recently, one of the things I love about the 
Lord is that He is all about moving forward – showing us how can 
we move forward the right way (righteousness) and become 
agents of change (positive influence) in a world that is desperately 
searching for answers. 

The concept of going on an adventure is inspiring for some, 
worrying for others, and possibly both for others still. The launches 
of the ill-fated Titanic in 1911 and the Hindenburg in 1937 ended 
tragically; while the Apollo 11 landing in 1969 and the summit 
climb of Mt Everest by Edmund Hillary and team ended 
triumphantly. Taking calculated risks in our pursuit of adventure is 
part of living a life to the full. 

Our God is all about adventure and fullness of living. You just have 
to read some of the stories or hear some names mentioned from 

the Old and New Testaments and for most of us it immediately 
reminds us of the great stories that are essentially exhilarating 
adventures. Adventures of triumph come to mind when I think of 
people like Noah, Abraham, Joseph, Moses, David, Solomon, 
Samson, Gideon, Elijah, Ruth, Esther to mention a few. They all 
exhibit faith in action and accomplishments that were 
extraordinary. The writer of the New Testament book, Hebrews, 
gives this analysis: 

And what more shall I say? I do not have time to tell about Gideon, 
Barak, Samson and Jephthah, about David and Samuel and the 
prophets, who through faith conquered kingdoms, administered 
justice, and gained what was promised; who shut the mouths of 
lions, quenched the fury of the flames, and escaped the edge of 
the sword; whose weakness was turned to strength; and who 
became powerful in battle and routed foreign armies. 

(Hebrews 11:32-34) 

I spoke to the Secondary chapel students about Daniel and his 
three friends Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego who had 
adventures with God in difficult times and often under perilous 
circumstances. Some were jealous of him and/or despised him 
resulting in personal difficulties - such as being thrown into a den 
full of lions; however, the bottom line was that Daniel trusted God 
on his journey no matter what. Even when societal changes around 
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him were prolific, un-Jewish (not his normal cultural ethos) and 
or were dishonouring to God.  

But God honoured him for putting Him first no matter the 
difficulty or dilemma. God allowed Daniel to work in places of 
influence under four kings and four world administrations during 
his lifetime (see Daniel chapters 1, 5 and 6 for the detail). 

This year is a call to going on an adventure with God. He is 
wanting the best for us, but to get best out of life we need to 
play the game of life His way. I encourage you all, together with 
your children to go on this adventure with God! He has done 
extraordinary things with people who, like Daniel, honoured Him 
and allowed His word and His Spirit to direct their lives fully. 

I am convinced God will bless all who give their lives fully to Him. 
I have seen it over and over again in those two do. He blesses 
beyond what we can be imagine or dream. May all of us trust 
Him fully in every aspect of our lives and may the Lord let the 
adventures begin! 

Peter Connell 

PRINCIPAL 

PS. Our community ALPHA course starts 2nd March on Monday 
evenings from 6-8pm. Meal provided, baby sitting provided, 
great course, potentially life-changing. See advert in this issue of 
Compass.
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My name is Jerry (Jeremaia) Cakau 

I was born and raised in Fiji where I met my wife, Asinate, at 
university.  We have two children together, a boy named 
Aisake and girl named Repeka.   

I enjoy fellowship and volleyball very much.  I came to 
Australia to play and also to do my world badge for 
volleyball which is the FIVB Accreditation Volleyball 
Referee. 

I believe it is a great calling to be a teacher.  I love being 
able to share my faith with others and especially with my students.  
I applied for this role at Endeavour during my school break in Fiji 
and I believe that God has called me here. 

My favourite verse in the Bible is Jeremiah 29:11. “For I know 
the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans to 

prosper you , plans to give you hope and a 
future.” 

Meet our new teachers



Issue: 24 14 February 2020

5

My name is John Jenyns. 

I was born in Ipswich hospital and spent my 
early days at Sonshine ranch in Mindon 
where my parents ran Christian camps.  

I moved to the Philippines when I was 6 as 
a missionary kid for 5 1/2 years before 
coming back and living in Logan city 
where I lived until I'd finished school and 
University. 

I met my wife, Jennifer at Groves 
Christian College where I was working 
at the time. Jen was a youth paster’s 
assistant and came to the school to 
run a school chapel.  We have two 

children. Benjiah (Benji) is 10 and 
Rhodesia (Rhodi) is 7 

If it wasn't for God's input in my life I wouldn't be a teacher today.  I 
was far too shy and insecure during my school days to even 
contemplate being a teacher. During Yr 11 I asked God to help 
break me out of my shyness because I was sick of it. He then took 
me on a journey where I ended up being school captain and giving 
speeches in front of the whole school community less than a year later. 
It was only because of that experience that I gave teaching a second 
thought. By the end of Year 12 I knew God wanted me to be a teacher. 

I enjoy playing all types of team sport, I play guitar and I like playing 
strategy board games. 



Issue: 24 14 February 2020

6

The wonders of God’s creation

During 2019, Year 5 + 6 students worked with Mrs Lainie to create public 
artworks to enliven our college grounds.  

The result is a school of eight amazing fish in extraordinary 
colours and shapes swimming along the side of the undercover area. 

Students worked in small groups and developed their best ideas into 
finished drawings, giving the fish and the team a name. 

The fish outlines were refined and overlaid 
with a grid so they could be enlarged. 

Tisharna and Jett are working 
together to draw the fish onto 

sheets of marine 
plywood. 

Some secondary 
students worked with 
Mr Gary to cut out our 
complicated shapes, 
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Two coats of white undercoat were applied 
to both sides – don’t forget the edges! 

It took us many weeks to apply 
the colours, which also took two 
or three coats to achieve the best 
effects.  

Installed on the fence, ready for the 
beginning of the 2020 school year, 
everybody who has seen them so far agree 
they look magnificent – The Wonders Of 
God’s Creation. 
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Year 1/2 recycled some boxes from the Music room to 
create a bull, horse, cars and planes.  

All with just masking tape, crayons and textas... and a 
whole lot of imagination.  

Thank you to the families 
who continued the 

adventure by taking their 
child’s creation home.

RECYCLING CAN BE FUN!
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Congratulations to Jamie Powell! 
Winner of the 2019 AACS Poetry and Essay Competition!! 

It is so good to see our students being brave enough to enter 
competitions and when they win it is a celebration for us all. 

Well done Jamie. May the Lord help you develop your gifts 
and talents! Jamie is to receive a medal, a book and $200 for 
her chosen local charity.
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Voyaging through the vast blue sea 
My leg is gone, up to my knee 

Some people scream and say I’m a pirate 
Which is something I like to keep pretty quiet 

I find the riches, the silver and gold 
I explore the world before I get old 

I go through hurricanes and battle sea monsters 
But there is a certain type those darn bolygoblelonsters 

Those slithery slimy little things 
And that horrific song it always sings 

It’s dangerous and strong 
I followed it all the way to Hong Kong 

But all of a sudden it hits me 
It tips me over into the sea 

I scream and shout and start to panic 
I’m going under like the Titanic 

Then somehow I get a big shock 
I looked around and saw mothers clock 

But this place was not on my ship 
I’m guessing I must have finished my trip 

I started to stare, think and wonder 
Who could have saved me from my struggle down under 

I think and think and think then boom 
Maybe this is the place where I find my heirloom 

But is feel tried and my eyes keep shutting 
I keep smelling that fish I was gutting 

I finally got the strength to walk around 
But suddenly I fell to the ground 

All I wanted was to take a peep 
But instead I only fell asleep 
Wait is this my actual home 

The one which has the garden gnome 

But how could it be that I am here 
I jump up in joy and pranced like a deer 

I dance and play and shout hooray 
My mother comes in and asks why today 

I start to cry and said I have returned 
And boy what a lesson I have learned 

Mother look confused holding a pizza that is supreme 
She sighs and says it was all a dream 

Pirate of my dream 
By Jamie Powel
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It has been a very busy first three weeks of Prep for our 12 new 
preppies.  

They have settled into the school routine quickly and enjoy playful 
learning. We have learnt our first five sounds: a  s  t  I  &   h  and 
practised writing them using chalk, finger paint and salt trays.  

We have made apples, snakes, train tracks, Izzy Inchworms 
and houses, using craft to connect to the letter sounds. We have also 
found the letters in print walks and are beginning to recognise the first 
of our Blue Flash Words.  

In Maths we are practising sorting objects by type, size and colour 
as well as learning to form numerals.  

In science we are exploring the concept of weather and how 
we can describe the weather around us - mostly hot and rainy 
at the moment! We have also been very excited to start Library, 
Art, PE and Music lessons.  

We are such busy bees in Prep!

Fun and Games in Prep!
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SWIMMING CARNIVAL
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Keeping in touch

To ensure you do not miss anything, please make sure your contact 
details are up to date! 

We use several means of communication including text messaging, our 
own EduApp, email, parent letters, Facebook and our School Website. 

Please contact the office if you need to update your contact information 
or would like to find out how you can keep in touch.




