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God’s Providence and Unusual Kindness  

The islanders showed us unusual kindness. 

Acts 28:2 

In the last newsletter message, I spoke about Paul’s incredible journey to Rome 
and his appeal to be trialled before Caesar himself (rather than be sent back to 
Jerusalem and be ambushed by a mob of angry Jews). So much happened on 
that near perilous journey that included a storm that nearly took the lives of all 
276 persons on the ship Paul was taken onto as prisoner bound for Rome.  

As I shared last time, part of that journey to Rome included the massive storm 
that ended in the ship striking a reef or sandbar on the doorstep of a small 
island called Malta. Here’s the account out of the book of Acts 27:27 to Acts 
28:2. Note: in ancient times, the Adriatic Sea referred to the area extending well 
south of Italy.  

On the fourteenth night we were still being driven across the Adriatic Sea, when 
about midnight the sailors sensed they were approaching land.  They took 
soundings and found that the water was a hundred and twenty feet deep.  A 
short time later they took soundings again and found it was ninety feet deep.  

Fearing that we would be dashed against the rocks, they dropped four anchors 
from the stern and prayed for daylight. In an attempt to escape from the ship, 
the sailors let the lifeboat down into the sea, pretending they were going to 
lower some anchors from the bow. Then Paul said to the centurion and the 
soldiers, “Unless these men stay with the ship, you cannot be saved.” So the 
soldiers cut the ropes that held the lifeboat and let it drift away. 

Just before dawn Paul urged them all to eat. “For the last fourteen days,” he 
said, “you have been in constant suspense and have gone without food—you 
haven’t eaten anything.  Now I urge you to take some food. You need it to 
survive. Not one of you will lose a single hair from his head.”  After he said this, 
he took some bread and gave thanks to God in front of them all. Then he broke 
it and began to eat.  They were all encouraged and ate some food themselves.  

Altogether there were 276 of us on board.  When they had eaten as much as 
they wanted, they lightened the ship by throwing the grain into the sea. 

When daylight came, they did not recognise the land, but they saw a bay with a 
sandy beach, where they decided to run the ship aground if they could.  

Cutting loose the anchors, they left them in the sea and at the same time untied 
the ropes that held the rudders. Then they hoisted the foresail to the wind and 
made for the beach.  But the ship struck a sandbar and ran aground. The bow 
stuck fast and would not move, and the stern was broken to pieces by the 
pounding of the surf. 

The soldiers planned to kill the prisoners to prevent any of them from 
swimming away and escaping.  But the centurion wanted to spare Paul’s 
life and kept them from carrying out their plan. He ordered those who could 
swim to jump overboard first and get to land.  The rest were to get there on 
planks or on other pieces of the ship. In this way everyone reached land safely. 

Once safely on shore, we found out that the island was called Malta. The 
islanders showed us unusual kindness. They built a fire and welcomed us all 
because it was raining and cold.  

What I love about this passage of scripture is the people of Malta showed 
“unusual kindness”. If you’ve ever been to a nation (particularly the Pacific island 
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nations), you may have witnessed as I have the ‘unusual kindness’ freely 
offered by the people there.  

I can see God’s wonderful providence towards Paul and the other disciples 
in allowing them to meet such a pleasant group of friendly, caring people. 
Paul stayed and healed many people on that island through the power of 
the Holy Spirit. The centurion in charge had a concern on his hands. No 
ship and no prison to keep the prisoners under control. It would be 
another 3 months before he could secure another ship and sail to Rome. 
He had to try to figure out how to keep 276 soldiers, sailors and prisoners 
in line so they wouldn’t escape or run amuck. But God even appeased his 
concerns for Paul was looking forward to going to Rome. He wasn’t 
planning to escape. The centurion and the other crew members had the 
privilege of seeing the great Apostle Paul in action for 3 months - healing 
the sick and preaching the gospel of Jesus Christ so that the Maltese knew 
the truth about God.  

Almost 2000 years later, even today Malta is a predominantly Christian 
nation. A little man from Palestine who was a prisoner on a ship bound 
from Rome shared the love and power of God with the whole Maltese 
nation – they were idol worshippers before Paul arrived, but somewhere 
along the line they came to faith in Jesus Christ. I can almost guarantee 
that would have been a direct result of Paul’s preaching to them.  

God provided for Paul, He provided for the centurion, He provided for the 
sick on Malta, He provided for crew another ship, He provided salvation to 

all who heard the message of Jesus and believed in their hearts He was 
risen from the dead.  

Has God shown providence in your life lately? Have there been people in 
your life who have been unusually kind? Thank God for them. Pray to God 
for them to be blessed. If you haven’t done so yourself, ask the Jesus to 
forgive you for your sins and call on His name for the salvation He offers to 
all who come to Him sincerely.  

As we approach another Christmas season, thank God for the precious gift 
of His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. He is the One who can still the storm in 
your life and mine. He is the One who offers salvation and eternal life to all 
who believe. He is the One who appeared before the Apostle Paul after he 
had risen from the dead. He is the One who can reveal Himself to all who 
call on His name – what better way to spend this Christmas than to invite 
Jesus into your heart and your home. He can change attitudes, 
relationships and give you and your family “an inheritance that can never 
perish, spoil or fade” (1 Peter 1:4). 

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that 
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.  (John 3:16) 

Mr Peter Connell
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Learning and Creating in Foundation 
In the final week of school the Foundation class have been having so 
much fun.  

We had a special visit from Maileh's dad Shane who let us explore the 
ambulance and talked to us about what to do in an emergency.  

Together with the Year 1/2 class we have also been busy creating 
Christmas crafts and gifts.
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Congratulations to all our Students for all the hard work you have put in during 
the year.  A big thank you to all our parents and carers for your support as well.  

Year 1/2Year 3/4

Foundation/Prep

Year 5/6Year 7/8

Awards Ceremony 2020
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Year 9/10

Year 11

Year 12
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Waterpark Fun 
The Foundation and Year 1/2 class joined together to 

celebrate the end of the year with a waterpark excursion.
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Our P-2 Educational Sports Carnival was held on Thursday 
morning 26th November at our school. This was run by our Year 
6 students who ran an activity each.  

We all had a great day and finished off with our running races. 
This event was for school students only with a relaxed 
atmosphere. 

Sports Carnival
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Students who had completed 
the Premier's Reading 
Challenge in August this year 
received their certificates from 
the Premier and a book award. 

Students in years 2-8 who do 
the Lexile Reading Program 
received prizes for the 
following: 

Jumping the Lexile points 
required for their year level 
from their first test of the year 
to their last test in November. 
Year 2 needed to have jumped 
at least 75 points in the year, 
Year 3 more than 150 points, 
Year 4 more than 160 points, 
Year 5 more than 180 points, 
Year 6 needed to have jumped 
at least 200 points and Year 7/8 
more than 200 points.  Each 
student that reached the 
requirements received a 
certificate and book, the 

student in each year level who 
jumped the highest also 
received a $10 voucher from 
the Cooktown Newsagent.   

Students who have reached a 
proficient or advanced reading 
level and had the highest 
reading level in their year level 
also received a certificate, a 
book, and a $10 voucher from 
the Cooktown Newsagent. 
Often these students do not 
jump much in the year as they 
steadily improve their levels 
and start off quite high. 

Students in all the year levels 
who completed the required 
work for the term also received 
a certificate and book. 

Finally, the Prep and Year 1 
students who had jumped at 
least 6 levels over the year 
received a certificate and book.

End of Year Book Awards
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Just for the fun of it! 
The year 7 to 9 students also had a go at the waterpark 
this week.  What better way would you end off the year!?
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Swim Fun Carnival 
Our ECC 5-8-year-olds Swim Fun Carnival was held on Wednesday 2nd December. It was a busy 

afternoon with fantastic student behaviour and attitude towards having a try.  

A big THANK YOU to the Year 9 helpers Amber, Noah, Claire and Eva and our Primary Captains Teila, 
Mary, Jack and Cathryn.  

We would also like to thank the Cooktown Swimming Pool for the swimming lessons this term. Fun 
was had by all and a lot of great swimming.
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Saving Water 
In Year 1/2 we learned how we can all save water.
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